THE  WORLD SOUL
Christians. They could not be left out of the State without danger to the State religion, the principal ruling department of the State, so a compromise was arrived at. A new State religion was formed, and was called Christianity. Now what was this religion ?
Of Jesus, all that it had was the name, his representation as dead upon the cross, or as a baby in his Mother's arms. Of his truth and teaching it knew nothing at all. The central idea was despair of the world God made, and so denial of God. Its principal tenets were the old emotional ideas of Paganism, with some added from Judaism. Jehovah was placed over the Pagan deities reduced to saints or devils, a dead Christ was added, and a Holy Ghost, who was absolutely hypothetical, made up the Trinity. The Queen of Heaven was renamed the Madonna. The ceremony was purely Pagan, priests, vestal virgins, processions and all complete. The holy days were old festivals renamed. It was simply an old machinery for reducing man to spiritual slavery, with all the new additions up to date. Except a few recluses, no one completely believed the central theory of the Church, that.life was bad. Had the world believed so it would have rapidly come to an end. There has been danger of that in Europe in the eleventh century, and in Paraguay in the eighteenth, when people took re-